BT R F 423 THE REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY

N4FE YEAR C 2015 TO 2016

KFTHA LenT

21/02/16: X#%#% —F¥ H 2nd Sunday in Lent

(AR L2t 5 BT

HIHZ T A Call to Worship: 7 Psalm 27

271 [IRAHER RN, RRIGRE, REHHEIE? FRHR R
AT, R ?

272 [, MARKBA. RONK, MITEIR, BEVRA
B, Rk RRAME.

273 |BAE LB, RO AREN; BAR NS IR,
A IH 22F4.

274 [ BRI, RAB IR, RE E AR A
FORE, MEARRAESE, FEAb OB R

27:5 | AEBEAEI T b TRIRE A FO R, T FRBATRAE T
BRI, PR AL b

27:6 [HIFE, RTLARIOR, mitRIARIE: RELEMINKEEE
BRI, REE, SURERIE,

277 [ARANHEN L R AR IR, SRORENT: SRIREAR, MAR

278 [fRift: “HRTE S RIRITE | O FRAT Lo FR UL TR |
TR EE S k.

27:9 [SRUCAN [ MM, N B R IREAN A, 1 2 7 B R
CERRERI M RORER FR, AT AR,

27:10 | EARRISLF B AR, ORI AN B R

ﬂﬂl?2@W!ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%;%ﬁﬁﬂ%%ﬁ%%&ﬁ%ﬁ
8

2712 [RIGAERERBM R, BRCAMN], FAE B RLER

NERIGEE, I H O H XA

Page 1of 7




27:13 |Jak RARE, Eid A, AT IR WERAI ) B

27:14 IR EEEHR AT G, E W55, FUWEEIRAL, B EERAM L.,

PSALM 27: THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION

27 The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?

The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

>When evildoers assail me
to eat up my flesh,
my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.

. Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;

though war arise against me,
yet I will be confident.

*One thing have I asked of the LORD,
that will I seek after:

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
and to inquire in his temple.

> For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will lift me high upon a rock.

% And now my head shall be lifted up
above my enemies all around me,

and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;

I will sing and make melody to the LORD.

7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud;
be gracious to me and answer me!
 You have said, “Seek my face.”
My heart says to you,
“Your face, LORD, do I seek.”
Hide not your face from me.
Turn not your servant away in anger,
O you who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not,
O God of my salvation!
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' For my father and my mother have forsaken me,
but the LORD will take me in.

"' Teach me your way, O LORD,
and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.

2 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries;
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they breathe out violence.

31 believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living!

Y Wait for the LORD;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the LORD!
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There is a theme running through the Scripture readings today: Wait! Wait
for the Lord! Firstly, the Psalmist David sings of waiting for the salvation of
the Lord. Then in Genesis, Abram waits for the promises of the covenant —
by faith he saw that fulfilment of this covenant in God bringing forth from
one who was beyond fathering a son to becoming a father of many nations.
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GENESIS 15:1-18 GOD'S COVENANT WITH ABRAM

15 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘“Fear not, Abram, [
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GoD, what will
you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”’

? And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household
will be my heir.” * And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be
your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” > And he brought him outside and said,
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your offspring be.” ® And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.

7 And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give
you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess
it?” ? He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” ' And he brought him all these, cut them
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in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. ' And
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great
darkness fell upon him. " Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your
offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they
will be afflicted for four hundred years. " But I will bring judgment on the nation that they
serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. > As for you, you shall go to
your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. '® And they shall come back here
in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

"When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. '*On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates,
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in his epistle to the Philippians: he reminds us that we wait for a Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ. Why so? Because we belong to heaven even if we are still in
the land of the living. The longer we are here on earth, the more we feel its
sufferings. Therefore we eagerly await, because in our Saviour, mortality will
be swallowed up by immortality or life.
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PHILIPPIANS 3:17 - 4:1

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the
example you have in us. '® For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even
with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. '* Their end is destruction, their god is their
belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. *° But our citizenship is
in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2! who will transform our
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all
things to himself.

4 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the
Lord, my beloved.
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judgment on the Pharisees. These people of Israel were the children of God,
they had the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple
worship and the promises. And yet they did not recognise the long awaited Lord
of salvation whom their father Abraham had seen, whom their greatest king had

sung about! Beloved, have you yourself seen the long awaited Saviour of the
world, our Lord Jesus Christ?
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LUKE 13:31-35

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons
and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. *> Nevertheless,
I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a
prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! ** Behold,
your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!””
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