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BEHZ43C A Call to Worship: ##5s Psalm 67

67:1
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67:1

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon
us,

67:2

"that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all
nations."

67:3

"Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!"

67:4

"Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with
equity and guide the nations upon earth. Selah"

67:5

"Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!"

67:6

"The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us."

67:7

God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!
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The Psalmist reminds us today that it has always been God’s intention that
salvation is for all peoples from all the nations to the ends of the earth. In
our New Testament reading today, we see the outworking of this promise in
the missionary work of Paul the Apostle. We see a specific example in the
person of a Gentile called Lydia and her household. Note that whereas we
try to persuade men to believe in the Lord, it is written that it was the Lord
who opened Lydia’s heart to believe.

BT &R Listen now to the reading from the Acts of the Apostles

FEEATHE Acts 16:9-15
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16:9 ||"And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was
standing there, urging him and saying, ""Come over to Macedonia and
help uS.”""

16:10 |"And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel
to them."

16:11 ||"So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace,
and the following day to Neapolis,"

16:12 ||"and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of
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Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days."

16:13 |"And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside,
where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and
spoke to the women who had come together."

16:14 |"One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of
Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The
Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul."

16:15 ||"And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us,
saying, ""If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my
house and stay."" And she prevailed upon us."

HE B RS PR O B DG AT RRATT 4 RAE B 7 s R BT e B —HERY . O
OKIZ 7R, OGRS TR A 5. MO RKERDE. OB RA T
FHRBRILE . B ARREE B fh. X2 NN SRZM, 1kt
JEREI R G, OISR IRER . (HIE MR IRAT, WtE g IAT], A
f6: IR 34T The light that so shown into Lydia’s heart is the same light
that is described in today’s reading from Revelation. This light banishes
darkness. This light makes the sun and moon obsolete. This light is an
everlasting light. This light is Christ Jesus our Lord. Darkness is why
men do not see God. This is what afflicts men today. Beloved, let the
light of the world so shine in your heart that the darkness is removed.
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine
upon us.

B 4414 Listen now to the reading from the New Testament:

BT Rev. 21:22~22:5
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"And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb."

"And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God gives it light, and its lamp 1s the Lamb."

"By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring
their glory into it,"

and its gates will never be shut by day--and there will be no night there.
They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.

"But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book
of life."

"Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb"

"through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the
river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit
each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations."

"No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him."

"They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads."

"And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun,
for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and
ever."
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fiTH M. If Christ, the Light of the world has returned to the Father, how
then can He be our light? The answer is in the Holy Spirit which is the
Spirit of Christ. The Holy Spirit inhabits all true Believers. In this way,
Christ is formed within them, stage by stage till they attain that same and
full image of the Lord Jesus Christ. How do we know that the Holy Spirit
dwells within us? We know that the Holy Spirit dwells within us when we
love Jesus Christ our Lord.

WEWT#R % 4R Listen now to the reading from the Gospels:

YIE#EZ John 14:23-29
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14:23 |Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with
him.

14:24 |He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you
hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

14:25 ||"All this I have spoken while still with you.

14:26 |But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I
have said to you.
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14:277

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

14:28

"You heard me say, 'T am going away and I am coming back to you.' If
you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the
Father is greater than I.

14:29

I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you
will believe.
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