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08/05/16: 1515251/ H 7th Sunday of Easter

[HE242 J1 B3 Not to be read by the Reader]

BEHZ43C A Call to Worship: ##5s Psalm 97
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97:1 |"The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be
glad!"

97:2 |Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and justice
are the foundation of his throne.

97:3 |Fire goes before him and burns up his adversaries all around.

97:4 |His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.

97:5 |"The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all
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the earth."

97:6 ||"The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his
glory."

97:7 |"All worshipers of images are put to shame, who make their boast in
worthless idols; worship him, all you gods!"

97:8 |"Zion hears and is glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoice, because of
your judgments, O LORD."

97:9 |"For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far
above all gods."

97:10 |"O you who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves the lives of his
saints; he delivers them from the hand of the wicked."

97:11 |"Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart."

97:12 |"Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy

name!"
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While he was at Philippi, Paul and his missionary companion Silas planted a
church there. In last week’s reading, we met one of the three converts
mentioned by name: Lydia, a businesswoman. In today’s reading, we meet
the other two. The second is a slave girl who, in the eyes of society was a
“nobody”. The third is a soldier of Rome, a civil servant. We can call these
three the charter members of the Gentile Philippian Church and noticed how
different they were educationally, socially and financially. Yet they all had
this in common: they believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a typical
church membership is it not?

BT £ iR Listen now to the reading from the Acts of the Apostles

$5E1T48 Acts 16:16-34
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16:16

"As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl
who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by
fortune-telling."

16:17

"She followed Paul and us, crying out, ""These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation."""

16:18

"And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ""I command you in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her."" And it came out that very hour."

16:19

"But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the
rulers."

16:20

"And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said,
""These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city."

16:21

"They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept
or practice."""

16:22

"The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the
garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods."

16:23

"And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them
into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely."

16:24

"Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and
fastened their feet in the stocks."

16:25

"About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them,"
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16:26 |"and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened,
and everyone's bonds were unfastened."

16:27 |"When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the
prisoners had escaped."

16:28 |"But Paul cried with a loud voice, ""Do not harm yourself, for we are
all here."""

16:29 ||"And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear
he fell down before Paul and Silas."

16:30 ||"Then he brought them out and said, ""Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?"""

16:31 ||"And they said, ""Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you
and your household."""

16:32 ||And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house.

16:33 ||"And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their
wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family."

16:34 | Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And
he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.
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What confidence can we claim that we shall be saved at the last? Christ, Christ
1s our one and only confidence. He is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, the author and finisher of our faith. Our faith is built on nothing less
than Christ our Rock.

G W #2148 Listen now to the reading from the New Testament:

JB T Rev. 22:12-21
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22:12

"Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay
everyone for what he has done."

22:13

"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and
the end."""

22:14

"Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the
right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates."

22:15

"Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood."

22:16

"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning
star."

22:17

"The Spirit and the Bride say, ""Come."" And let the one who hears
say, ""Come."" And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who
desires take the water of life without price."

22:18

"I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if
anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this
book,"

22:19

"and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city,
which are described in this book."

22:20

nn

"He who testifies to these things says, ""Surely I am coming soon.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!"

22:21

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.
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The seventeenth chapter of John’s Gospel records our Lord’s high priestly
prayer for His disciples as well as for those who will believe in Him, people like
Lydia, the Slave Girl and the Philippian Jailor. His prayer for them is that they
will be united, united with each other and united with Christ. The church that is
united in Christ testifies to the world that God has sent His Son, our Lord Jesus
into the world.

BT HE & 4 R Listen now to the reading from the Gospels:

YIEAE % John 17:20-26.
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17:20 ||"I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me
through their word,"

17:21 |"that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you,
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have
sent me."

17:22 ||"The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may
be one even as we are one,"

17:23 ||"I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that
the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you
loved me."
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17:24

"Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with
me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you
loved me before the foundation of the world."

17:25

"O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know
you, and these know that you have sent me."

17:26

"I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it
known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them,

and I in them."""
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