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FZAFEREH SUNDAYS OF THE YEAR AFTER PENTECOST

18/09/16: AAFWEHME+/N\AMEXH
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

[AEEEZ: B2 ATEE not for reading by the Reader]

HZ 3 A Call to Worship: ##7& Psalm 79:1-9
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79:1 O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; they have defiled your
holy temple; they have laid Jerusalem in ruins.

79:2 |They have given the bodies of your servants to the birds of the heavens for
food, the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the earth.

79:3 |[They have poured out their blood like water all around Jerusalem, and there
was no one to bury them.

79:4  |We have become a taunt to our neighbors, mocked and derided by those
around us.

79:5 |How long, O LORD? Will you be angry forever? Will your jealousy burn like
fire?

79:6  |[Pour out your anger on the nations that do not know you, and on the
kingdoms that do not call upon your name!

79:7  |For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his habitation.
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79:8 ||[Do not remember against us our former iniquities; let your compassion
come speedily to meet us, for we are brought very low.

79:9  |Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and
atone for our sins, for your name's sake!
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LA ! At the time of Jeremiah the prophet, Israel already had the much

sought after medicinal balm for healing the sick in Gilead on the west side of the
River Jordan. In referring to this renown “Balm of Gilead”, Jeremiah was mourning
over the fact that although Judah and Jerusalem had God in their midst, yet most of
them were spiritually blind, spiritually sick and spiritually dead!

BT IHA4H:  Listen now to the reading from the Old Testament:

HEFk+H Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
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8:18 ||[My joy is gone; grief is upon me; my heart is sick within me.

8:19 |Behold, the cry of the daughter of my people from the length and breadth of
the land: "Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in her?" "Why have they
provoked me to anger with their carved images and with their foreign idols?"

8:20 ||"The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved."

8:21 |For the wound of the daughter of my people is my heart wounded; | mourn,
and dismay has taken hold on me.

8:22 |ls there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the
health of the daughter of my people not been restored?

9:1 Oh that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that | might
weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!
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H. The world needs a Saviour and God has prepared the balm in Gilead indeed,
but sadly not all men will partake of this balm. Yes, the “Balm in Gilead” is Christ and
His blood that heals and cleanses. Tragically, not all men will be ransomed by the
blood of Christ. Yet the Apostle Paul tells us to pray for all men whether healed or

not, for the purpose that life lived in this world will be peaceful for all men but more
importantly that faith and truth may be preached.

WEHT L4, Listen now to the reading from the New Testament:

KT 1 Timothy2:1-7:
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2:1 |First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people,

2:2 |for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.

2:3 |[This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,

2:4 |who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

2:5 ||For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus,

2:6 |who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the
proper time.

2:7 |[For this | was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am
not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
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25 . " In this parable of the unjust manager, our Lord reminds us that all that we
have, whether we are a child of God or not, comes from God. All men are but
managers of what he possesses and the greatest possession must surely be his life
and we shall all be called to account for this life lived. The unrighteous manager
shall account for his life by dealing with the god of this world in his kingdom of
darkness, and then answer to His Creator. However, we His disciples, are children
of light and we have to account for our life with a view to heaven which has been
bought for us with the blood of Christ our Saviour. Beloved, “render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”

EWTAE & 41 Listen now to the reading from the Gospels:

Bin#E# Luke 16:1-13:
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16:1 He also said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager,
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and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his
possessions.

16:2 |And he called him and said to him, 'What is this that | hear about you? Turn
in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.'

16:3 ||And the manager said to himself, 'What shall | do, since my master is taking
the management away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am
ashamed to beg.

16:4 |l have decided what to do, so that when | am removed from management,
people may receive me into their houses.'

16:5 [So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, 'How
much do you owe my master?'

16:6 |He said, 'A hundred measures of oil." He said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit
down quickly and write fifty.'

16:7 |Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' He said, 'A hundred
measures of wheat.' He said to him, "Take your bill, and write eighty.'

16:8 |The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the
sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than
the sons of light.

16:9 |And | tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth,
so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

16:10 |"One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.

16:11 ||If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust
to you the true riches?

16:12 |And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you
that which is your own?

16:13 |No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love

the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot

serve God and money."
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