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FZAFEREH SUNDAYS OF THE YEAR AFTER PENTECOST

30/10/16: LAFEHE =+ NUAEH
The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

[AEEEZ: B2 ATEE not for reading by the Reader]

BEZ 3 A Call to Worship: ##5 Psalm 119:137-144

119:137
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119:144
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119:137

Righteous are you, O LORD, and right are your rules.

119:138

You have appointed your testimonies in righteousness and in all
faithfulness.

119:139

My zeal consumes me, because my foes forget your words.

119:140

Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves it.

119:141

| am small and despised, yet | do not forget your precepts.

119:142

Your righteousness is righteous forever, and your law is true.

119:143

Trouble and anguish have found me out, but your commandments are my
delight.

119:144

Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me understanding that | may
live.
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T% MEN, AEE—RZ” , BH—ELMW, A=IBLE. Faith is the common
theme of our lectionary reading today. Scripture tells us what faith is: “Now faith is
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” What we
hope for will tarry, or as Habakkuk tells us it will “seem slow”, but we must wait for it.
We must wait for the time appointed for it. Beloved, if we believe that in “all things
God works for the good of those who love him”, it will surely come; it will not delay.

BT IHA4H:  Listen now to the reading from the Old Testament:

1y 244 Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
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1:1 The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.

1:2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you
"Violence!" and you will not save?

1:3 Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong?
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.

1:4 So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked
surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted.

2:1 | will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and
look out to see what he will say to me, and what | will answer concerning my
complaint.

2:2 And the LORD answered me: "Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so
he may run who reads it.

2:3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end--it will not
lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.
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2:4 "Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous
shall live by his faith.
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), POYERER g E BA S O EImFE M E:  (3) FO0ME  MAZEHER O
AHOG;  (4) FOEkK, ZOWEREBK. he just shall indeed live by his faith.
Paul in his letter to the Thessalonian Christians affirms this. (1) Faith is organic — it
has a life of its own because it grows; (2) it derives its nourishment from Jesus
Himself for He is the the founder and perfecter of their faith; (3) it is intimately
related to love for God and to one another in the household of faith; (4) the greater
the faith, the greater the love.

BT H 4414 Listen now to the reading from the New Testament:

b8 e j5 4 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
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1:1  |Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

1:2 |Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1:3 |We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because
your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one
another is increasing.

1:4 |Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your
steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you
are enduring.

1:11 |[To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his
calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his
power,

1:12 |so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him,
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according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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KAl 415 £ 4. In this Lukan description of Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus, we
see the fulfilment of the vision the Lord had spoken through Habakkuk. Its appointed
time has finally arrived. Whereas Abraham, the father of faith, and the Saints of the
Old Testament could only hope for to see the Messiah, a son of Abraham, the
“sinner” Zacchaeus now sees Him of which Habakkuk writes. However, there were
many who saw Jesus Himself and did not believe. Jesus once said to Thomas
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.” For this reason, the Bible was written so that we may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing we may have
life in his name.

EWTAE & 41 Listen now to the reading from the Gospels:

% n#E % Luke 19:1-10
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19:1  |[He entered Jericho and was passing through.

19:2 ||/And there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and
was rich.

19:3 |And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he
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could not, because he was small of stature.

19:4 |So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he
was about to pass that way.

19:5 |And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him,
"Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for | must stay at your house today."

19:6 ||So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully.

19:7 ||And when they saw it, they all grumbled, "He has gone in to be the guest of
a man who is a sinner."

19:8 |And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my
goods | give to the poor. And if | have defrauded anyone of anything, |
restore it fourfold."

19:9 ||And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he
also is a son of Abraham.

19:10 |For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."
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