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The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
2The LORD is great in Zion;
he is exalted over all the peoples.
3 Let them praise your great and awesome name!
Holy is he!
* The King in his might loves justice.
You have established equity;
you have executed justice
and righteousness in Jacob.
3 Exalt the LORD our God;
worship at his footstool!
Holy is he!

®Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel also was among those who called upon his name.
They called to the LORD, and he answered them.

"In the pillar of the cloud he spoke to them;
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they kept his testimonies
and the statute that he gave them.

80 LoRD our God, you answered them;
you were a forgiving God to them,
but an avenger of their wrongdoings.

? Exalt the LORD our God,
and worship at his holy mountain;
for the LORD our God is holy!
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The Lectionary readings for today revolves around the transfiguration of our Lord.

Firstly, note the significance of the “holy mountain” mentioned in today’s reading from the
Psalms. We are exhorted to worship Jehovah God on His holy mountain. In Exodus, we see
Moses, the man of God speaking to God on Mount Sinai. This had the effect of making
Moses’ face glow with the Glory of God, an effect which both frightened Aaron and the
Israelites so that they dared not approach him. Yes Beloved, our God is holy!

HWTIHZIZ 1, Listen now to the reading from the Old Testament:
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but the one and only Son, our Lord Jesus, who is himself God and is in closest relationship
with the Father, He has made God known to us. Why do we not see God? Darkness, a
hardened heart, unbelief. This was what afflicted the Israelites, this is also what afflicts men
today. Beloved, let the Spirit of God remove that darkness, melt the heart of stone and
reveal God in the face of Jesus Christ who is the manifestation of the Glory of God.
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BT 2143 Listen now to the reading from the New Testament:
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12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, B not like Moses, who would put a veil over
his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an
end. ' But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that
same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 1> Yes, to this day
whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. '® But when one turns to the Lord, the
veil is removed. ' Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. '® And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from
the Lord who is the Spirit.

4 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. >But we have
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with
God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to
everyone's conscience in the sight of God.
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transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another? The transfiguration of
our Lord on the mountain gives us an idea of what this means. We, all of us, were made in
the image of God. We lost this image when we sinned. God in Christ has now recreated us
in the image of Christ, and hereon, although we do not yet have that full image, we are being
transformed stage by stage till we attain that same and full image of our Lord Jesus Christ.

BT AE = 22148 Listen now to the reading from the Gospels:
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B IN4E S Luke 9:28-43a
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¥ Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and
went up on the mountain to pray. 2’ And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was
altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 3% And behold, two men were talking with
him, Moses and Elijah, *' who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. ** Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy
with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood
with him. ** And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good
that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for
Elijah”—not knowing what he said. * As he was saying these things, a cloud came and
overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. **> And a voice came out
of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 3% And when the voice
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days
anything of what they had seen.

370On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him.

38 And behold, a man from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he
is my only child. * And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses
him so that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, and will hardly leave him. 0 And 1
begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” *! Jesus answered, “O faithless and
twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.”
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*2While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus
rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. ** And all
were astonished at the majesty of God.
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